
Oregon Rocks: Story of the 

Geology of Wine Country 

Dr. Scott Burns 
Portland State University, Portland Oregon 



Ken Wright 

Wine Spectator Front Cover: ñA Master of 

Pinot Noir in Oregonò 

 

ñTo understand Oregon wines, is to 

understand Oregon geologyò 

 

One of first Oregon Winemakers to put the 

soil/geology on the wine label 



Celebrate Diversity! 

ÅEach Geological Unit/Soil Type gives its 

own expression of taste!  Terroir! 

ÅWillamette Valley ï 4 geological units 

ÅGorge ï 7 geological units 

ÅRocks of Milton Freewater ï 1 geo. unit 

ÅUmpqua ï 5 geological units 

ÅRogue ï 3 geological units 

ÅApplegate ï 2 geological units 

ÅIllinois Valley ï 2 geological units 








