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What’s Next for Oregon?
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The U.S. Appellation System: 

Federal law (27 CFR §4.25, 9.1 et seq.); effective 1983

 Political Appellation
(US, state, county)
75% grape source rule
“fully finished” requirement

 American viticultural
area (AVA)
85% grape source rule
95% with vineyard 
designation
“fully finished” in state(s) in 
which AVA is located

 Estate Bottled
100% grape source rule

27 CFR 4.25, 4.26
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The U.S. Appellation System: 
State law

Oregon:

OAR 845-010-0920: If the appellation of origin claimed or implied 

anywhere on a wine label is “Oregon,” the name of one or more of its 
counties, or the name of an AVA wholly within Oregon, then all grapes 
used in the production of the wine must have been grown in Oregon, and 
95 percent of the grapes used in the production of the wine must have 
been grown within the defined boundaries of that appellation of origin.

California:

Cal. Codes Regs., tit. 17, §17015: A grape wine shall be entitled to the 
appellation of origin “California” or a geographical subdivision thereof only 
if 100 percent of its volume is derived from fermented juice of fruit grown 
within California.
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AVA Establishment 
240 AVAs in 32 States
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§9.261   Petaluma Gap
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AVA Petitions
as revised in TTB T.D.-90 (1/20/11), 27 CFR §9.12 

 Establishment of an AVA in general
1) Name evidence
2) Boundary evidence, tied to the name
3) Distinguishing viticultural features

i. Climate
ii. Geology
iii. Soils
iv. Physical features
v. Elevation

4) Maps and boundary description

 AVAs within AVAs (“nested AVAs”)

 Modification of an existing AVA
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Evolution Toward Nested AVAs

Examples:

 Napa Valley

 Paso Robles

 Willamette Valley
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Appellation Hierarchy:
Old World model

COUNTRY REGION DISTRICT COMMUNE VINEYARD

FRANCE

Bordeaux Médoc Pauillac Ch. Lafite

Burgundy Côte de Nuits
Gevrey-

Chambertin
Clos de Bèze

Alsace - - -

Rhône Châteauneuf-du-Pape - Ch. Fortia

Loire Anjou-Côteaux du Layon -
Quarts de 
Chaume

GERMANY

Rhine Rheinhessen Nierstein Hipping

Mosel – Saar – Ruwer Mittel – Mosel Graach Himmelreich

Source: London Wine & Spirit Education Trust: The Naming of Wine Producing Areas

August 12, 2017



Conjunctive Labeling
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AVA Critiques

COUNTRY REGION DISTRICT COMMUNE VINEYARD

FRANCE

Bordeaux Médoc Pauillac Ch. Lafite

Burgundy Côte de Nuits
Gevrey-

Chambertin
Clos de Bèze

1. No size standards.

2. No quality criteria.
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AVA Critiques (continued)

 Not 100% grape origin.  

“Dr. Ed” Wawszkiewicz (Wawszkiewicz v. Dep’t of 
Treasury, 670 F.2d 296 (D.C. Cir. 1981))
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Evolution of American Wine 

Appellations

 Vineyard designations: the lessons of Tokalon

 Varietal focus

 100% grape origin

 Certifications (logo)
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Varietal Focus

“MADE & BOTTLED BY THE CELLARS OF THE CARNEROS QUALITY ALLIANCE”
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Varietal Focus: 
Pinot Noir Aromatics
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100% Grape Origin

Certification Mark
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Certifications

“Owl Seal”
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CORO MENDOCINO
www.coromendocino.com
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Thank You

Richard Mendelson

rpmendelson@gmail.com
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