"Oregon Wine Old Vintage Tasting Validates Its Ageability" by Tomoko Ebisawa

Vinotheque Magazine

The Oregon Wines Ageability Tasting was held in Tokyo by Oregon Wine Board
Presented by Mr. Peterson-Nedry of Chehalem and Mr. Mark Vlossak of St. Innocent
Winery. This was a duplication of an Ageability Tasting for Jancis Robinson held in
Potland last year. Jancis wrote clearly in her blog “Some have aging potential longer
than classic European wines, and even lesser vintages like 1996 or1997 have good
potential”

Chardonnay tends to be low in alcohol from its cool climate, and the low use of new
oak became even lower after 1990s. It was amazing to see the ageability in 1974 Eyrie

which was stand out even 3 hours after being opened.

As in Chardonnay, the quality of Pinot Noir was improved and its style was diversified
after Dijon clones were introduced in mid-90s, along with viticultural and winemaking
improvements. Now, winemakers are pursuing the ideal profiles of specific AVAs. 1996
Cristom showed excellent aging character. Rex Hill Reserve 2004 was one of the

modern style pinots showing ageability.

Riesling, now less than 5% of Oregon’s planted vineyards, rather than showing its
ageability, showed its change in style - from Mosel-like off-dry until 2000 to fresh, dry
style after mid-2000s.
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