Renewable Energy Funding Opportunities
REAP, or the Rural Energy for America Program  (REAP)
Overview:  REAP is part of the Energy Title in the 2008 Farm Bill. Among other things, it provides grants and loan guarantees to farmers, ranchers and rural small businesses to help purchase renewable energy systems or make energy efficiency improvements.
Website:  http://farmenergy.org/index.php
Eligibility: The program is open to agricultural producers and rural small businesses, including most rural electric cooperatives. To be eligible, you must be actively involved in the business and the proposed project. You must also show a "demonstrated financial need" for grant funding. Farmers must derive the majority of their income from farming. Eligibility criteria will be set in the 2009 rules. "Rural" means a community of fewer than 50,000 people not located within a larger metropolitan area. To determine whether a potential project is in a rural area, use the rural area determination map. http://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/eligibilityAction.do?pageAction=countyMap&st=41&state=OR&cnty=067
Grant Size:  Under last year’s program, for energy efficiency projects, the minimum grant amount was $1,500 and the maximum grant amount was $250,000.  For renewable energy systems, the minimum grant amount was $2,500 and the maximum grant amount was $500,000. No person or entity can receive more than $750,000 from multiple projects. Grants from this program cannot exceed 25% of the total project cost. The remaining 75% must come from non-federal sources including loans, investors, your own assets or any available state or local grants.
Deadline:  The deadlines for 2009 will be published by the USDA and promptly announced on Farmenergy.org and our email list, which you can subscribe to by sending an email to: fgaines@elpc.org

Oregon Contact: Don Hollis,  541.278.8049, ext. 129, don.hollis@or.usda.gov
Oregon Department of Energy (DOE)

Overview: Tax credits are available for Oregon businesses that invest in energy conservation, recycling, renewable energy resources and less-polluting transportation fuels. Any Oregon business may qualify. 
Website:  http://www.oregon.gov/ENERGY/CONS/BUS/BETC.shtml#apps
Energy Trust of Oregon

Overview: Energy Trust of Oregon supports energy efficiency and renewable energy projects with financial incentives, in areas served by the state’s investor-owned utilities: PGE, Pacific Power, NW Natural, Cascade Natural Gas, and Avista.
Website:  http://www.energytrust.org/existingbuildings/index.html
