Oregon Wine Board
Meeting Minutes

July 29, 2008
Portland, Oregon

Attendees: Kara Olmo (Vice Chair), Steve Girard (Chair Emeritus), Casey McClellan (Treasure) via conference phone, David Adelsheim, Pat Dudley, Earl Jones, Lee Mankin via conference phone, Sam Tannahill.
Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Stephany Boettner, Hannelore Buckenmeyer, Annie Cocchia, Sara Gourley, Katie Stoll
Guests: Aaron Lisle and Vic Parker of Willamette Valley Vineyards, Dan Kent of Salmon Safe, Bob McGorrin of Oregon State University, Tom Mortimer of Le Cadeau Vineyard, Dalton Hobbs and Lindsay Benson of the Oregon Department of Agriculture
Call to Order
Girard called the OWB meeting to order at 12:30 pm.  
Minutes Approval
 
Oregon Wine Board and Washington Wine Commission Joint Meeting

Some members of the Oregon Wine Board will meet with the Washington Wine Commission on July 29, 2008 in Washington.  Since the meeting is not held in Oregon no motions or actions can be made.  The meeting will be a historic opportunity to declare a friendly and collaborative relationship with Washington.
OSU Research / Institute Update
The Institute’s Governing Board will need to be convened soon to officially declare the Institute, approve the director’s position, and launch a national search for the director.  Industry contributions continue to be made, therefore, the OWB may not have to fill in a funding gap.


Bob McGorrin joined the meeting at 1:12pm

McGorrin reported:

· The industry has had meetings with the entomology candidates; half of this position will be for viticulture.

· There was a meeting on OSU’s campus on July 17 to discuss the open viticulture position.  There is discussion of this position being a researcher to compliment Patty Skinkis’ viticulture extension position.  One of the top priorities for filling this position will be finding the right personality to fit with the Oregon wine industry.

Dan Kent of Salmon Safe joined the meeting at 1:34 pm.
OVID/Sharepoint
Building on the conversation that the Board had at the June 17, 2008 meeting, Buckenmeyer reviewed the pros and cons of Sharepoint compared to OVID.  Sharepoint is a very robust tool that is compatible with all Microsoft programs.  OVID has its limitations; it is time consuming and is not compatible with Microsoft.  However, OVID has the capability to generate Oregon Department of Agriculture pesticide reports and LIVE score cards.  Buckenmeyer passed out a comparison of cost and resources for OVID and Sharepoint; Sharepoint is approximately a tenfold increase compared to OVID.  
Bob McGorrin left the meeting at 2:00pm.
The Board agreed Sharepoint is an efficient tool that many would start using today.  The question is what is the OWB’s role, is it to provide growers with a vineyard management software program?  At what cost?  Is OVID being used today?  Sharepoint would take more resources than just the initial investment, this program would need to be continually updated.

After questions are answered, the Board will make a decision on the future of OWB’s involvement of OVID and Sharepoint.

Tom Mortimer of Le Cadeau Vineyard and Dalton Hobbs and Lindsay Benson of the Oregon Department of Agriculture joined the meeting at 2:30pm
Girard recessed the meeting for a short break at 2:32 pm.

Girard reconvened the meeting at 2:47 pm.
Oregon Certified Sustainable
Paths to Certification
As the OWB moves forward with preparing the standards for OCS, questions regarding the technicalities of certification are arising.  Some are purely technical, others are philosophical.  The objective is to say that if one uses any of the certified responsible agriculture and winemaking practices, the wine produced will qualify for OCS.  The question of credibility and rigor of the certifying agencies must be examined.  

Dan Kent of Salmon Safe addressed the Board explaining why Salmon Safe needs to be included as part of OCS.  Salmon Safe’s standards are biologically based, peer reviewed by scientists, and certification is audited by a third party.  The Board discussed whether Salmon Safe should be one of the paths to OCS on its own or if it should be part of every path to for a brand to receive OCS.  
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Oregon Department of Agriculture & OCS
Dalton Hobbs from the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) informed the Board that ODA is working with other Oregon agriculture commodities to create a brand similar to OCS.  ODA has asked the Department of Justice for the use of “Oregon Sustainable _______” and the blank would be filled in with a commodity, for example, blueberries.  ODA and OWB are using the same Department of Justice lawyers.  ODA would use the brand for marketing to importers and wholesalers, while OWB would use the brand for educating the end consumer.  

This development raises many concerns:

· Would sharing this mark help or hurt the credibility of OCS wine?

· The OWB created OCS to be used on a premium value-added agriculture product; commodities such as blueberries are not value-added.

· Can both the OWB and ODA be successful using the same words “Oregon” and “Sustainable” in their brand?

· The OWB has a deadline of fully launching OCS for the 2008 vintage.  If ODA and OWB were to join forces, the OWB’s timeline would need to be altered, which causes conflict with the anticipated USDA Value Added Producer Grant funds. 
Girard adjourned the meeting at 4:58 pm for an Executive Session.
From the Attorney General’s Public Records and Meeting Manual, the Executive Session is held pursuant to ORS 192.660(2) (g) Trade Negotiations. 
Adelsheim moved Tannahill seconded to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2008 OWB Board meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  








Adelsheim moved Dudley seconded that the OWB recommend to OSU’s Dean of the College of Agriculture Sciences that Ed King III be appointed to the Institute’s governing board.  Motion passed unanimously.





Adelsheim moved Mankin seconded to authorize OWB staff to participate in discussions with the Washington Association of Wine Grape Growers and the Washington Wine Industry Foundation on the steps toward implementing, potential start up costs, ongoing costs, and OWB staff and individual grower time to move forward with Sharepoint.  Motion passed unanimously.  








Dudley moved Adelsheim seconded to adopt that Salmon Safe  be required with one of the other four responsible agriculture certifications – LIVE, Demeter, Organic, and Food Alliance – with the provision that a brand can opt out of Salmon Safe for the first two years.  Everyone who uses OCS would have to have a Salmon Safe certification by 2011.  Motion passed unanimously.








